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IIT-B Techfest promotes quit smoking drive 

Monday, Sep 2, 2013, 1:04 IST | Place: Pune | Agency: DNA 

Rajesh Rao   

ISMOKE campaign is being run at various colleges in Pune 

This year’s IIT-Bombay Techfest has taken an unique social initiative ISMOKE (I support the movement to kill 

cancer), to spread the message of quit smoking through campus campaign, which is also running at various 

colleges in Pune.     

The ISMOKE campaign has been a big success at city’s DY Patil College of Engineering and Technology, 

Padma bhushan Vasantdada Patil Institute of Technology (PVPIT). Now, it will also be carried out at 

Vishwakarma Institute of Technology on September 4, 5 and College of Engineering Pune on September 2, 3. 

Divyam Bansal, manager, Media and Marketing, Techfest, IIT Bombay, said, “The ISMOKE campaign is 

launched in association with Indian Cancer Society (ICS), with a vision to spread the message among the youth 

to quit smoking. The campaign has the vision -- what just one needs is the right medium and the right audience 

to spread it.” 

Bansal informed that there are co-ordinators in each college, who are assisting the execution of the campaign. 

They are giving out information about cancer and distributing pamphlets with necessary information.  

In each college, a lecture will be delivered by doctor’s informing about the harmful effects of smoking. An 

android application is also built giving information of all the cancer hospitals in India and  medication reminder. 

One can also ask queries about disease through this app, which will be answered by Indian Cancer Society. 

The Techfest has also taken up an initiative “Reform’n’ation”  designed with a vision to sensitising the youth 

about the awful situation of the unprivileged of the country.  This initiative is in association with NGO’s like 

CRY, Smile Foundation, Pratham, Muktangan, Garbage Concern Welfare Society, Indian Cancer Society and 

The Candle Project. 

Registered teams under “Reform’n’ation” will implement and conduct various activities over a wide range of 

domains, with incentives being cash prizes worth Rs 2.50 lacs, internship and projects under CRY and Smile 

Foundation. (For registration and information log on: http://www.techfest.org/reformnation)  

One of the flagship events of Techfest is IDEATE with prize money of Rs 2.25 lakh, with a motto to discover 

the best ideas and innovations from across the nation.  
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