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lliT-Allahabad
chief ‘illegally’
changes rule

Retains Post After Tenure Expires

Ahshaya Mukul |Tau HRD ministry cries

New Delhi: Indian Tstituteof foul as the director of
ew Delhi: Indian Instituie o
Information Technology (11 ﬂ'_I'E'II'I_S'htI-It'EM D
I'T-Allahabad, a deemed to be Tiwari ammended
university, is caught in a peeu- lIT's Memorandum of
liarsituation. Association to
M D Tiwari, the director of . .

the institute since its inception 'I:'!le'ltll'll.lE in office for
in 1968, whose term ended last six months after
December and six months ex- expiry of his extension

tension got over in June has
amended the Memorandmm of
Assooiation (Mod) of TIT so
that he continues till the new
director 15 appointed, Even as
the HRD ministry eries foul
and the UGC says amending
Mo 1= patently illegal, Tiwari
maintains he has merely fol-
lowred the law Chancellor of T1-
IT-Allahabad, Goverdhan
Mehta, has sent a report tothe
HRD mimistry.

“1 have talken an appropri-
ate step. I have written in as
much objective andreasonahle
fashion aspossible,” he told the
TOL

The matter came to head
when Tiwari's six-month ex-
tension ended in June. HRD
sources say instead of derni-
tting the office he flashed the
institutes MofA  that was
amended in November2011.

It was discovered that MoA
stated that the director can
continue in office for six

months after expiry of his ten-
ure till a new director joins,
whicheverislater,

The crucial change was in-
troduction of the term *later’
msteadof ‘earlier”. HRDminis-
iry's additional secretary pro-
tested against the amendment
and pointed out relevant por-
tions of TG regulation that
saidnorules orbyve law govern-
mg the functioning of any
desmed university can be al-
tered without UGCs prior ap-
proval. Tiwari contests minis
try's claim. He asks, “Why was
ministry silent for two vears?™
He also says amendment was
endorsed by 28 members of the
society But ministry sources
say amendment in the Mo is
illegal, and the matter would
betalen to its logical end.

IIT faculty members also
blame the HRD ministry for
not fast-tracking the appoint-
ment of the newdirector
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As % tanks, students abroad
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~ work longer seek more loans

Hemali Chappia | Tnn

~ Mumbai: The Indian rupee’s

, freefall against the US dollar
and UK pound is turning out
to be a major source of con-
. cern for Indian students re-
turning to campuses after
their summer breaks. These
. students, faced with a cur-

. rency which has depreciated

(s
:
e
(

. more than 20% this year
against the US dollar alone,
are scurrying around to ar-
range for additional funds to
complete their courses and
get their dream jobs.

Unlike the fresh intakes

: who can possibly defer their

admissions, these students
are feeling the heat in a big
way. Having taken loans when
the rupee was at 50 to the dol-
lar, they are seeing their over-

- all expenditure go up by any-

where between 10-20%.

HDFC Credila, which spe-
cializes in education loans,
said it is open to providing ad-
ditional loans sothesestudents
can finish their courses, while

PSU banks such as SBI said
they will approach the Indian
Banks' Association if thereare
requests for enhancement of
loan amounts from existing
borrowers. Banks are also con-
templating extending the re-
payment period of educational

Atin Rajvanshi, an MBA
student from Hong Kong Uni-
versity of Science & Technolo-
gy, who is going for an ex-
change programme to London
Business School, said his bud-
get for the UK stint has shot up
by over Rs 21lakh. “I am asking
relatives if they can give me a

loan with a lower interest rate
compared to the bank. This
has come as a big blow for stu-
dents who have opted for ex-
change programmes in US
and UK,” Rajvanshi said.
Sonal Parekh, who runs
Edu World, a study-abroad
counselling agency, said a lot
of her students who have
completed their first year in
the US or Canada, are staying
put at their universities for
the next year but making oth-
er financial arrangements to
shell out higher fees on ac-
count of the rupee fall. Some
of them are taking additional
loans, while others who have

not exhausted the weekly 10-
hour labour permit are work-
ing longer hours. “There are
many who have shelved their
holiday travel to Europe or
Mexico. Many who planned to
come back home for Christ-
mas are staying put and tak-
ingupjobsastheycan work 40
hours a week,"” said Parekh.
Students typically get
their loans sanctioned six
months prior to commence-
ment of their programmes,
so a second-year MBA stu-

. dent picked up his/her loan

amount in the beginning of
last year. Banks atmost times
directly pay theloan amount,
which is the tuition fee, to the
university in a few tranches.
While MBA students do
not usually work along with
pursuing their courses, MS
students, expertssaid, willbe
able to pick up jobs to make
up for the deficit. Prashant A
Bhonsle, country head, Credi-
la, said they were looking at
students who have come back
for loan enhancements that on
acase-to-casebasis.
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IITs get ready for third-party
performance assessment

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, SEPT 1

Technology (I1T5) are

getting ready, for the
first time, to open themselves
up to an independent third-
party review of their perform-
ance that will judge them on
the basis of indicators besides
the regular performance pa-
rameters.

The review will also assess
the institutes on indicators like
the number of international
students enrolled, the number
of students opting to take up
research-focused careers, and
the contribution made by the
institutes and their alumni to
national goals and local com-
munity conditions.

IIT directors will also for
the first time be appraised for
their performance and each
IIT has been asked to evolve
amechanism to do so, officials
from the union Human Re-
sofirce Development (HRD)
ministry said.

The move comes at a time
when it is strongly being felt

’ Indian Institutes of

P

THE PARAMETERS

GLOBAL CHARACTER OF
INSTITUTE

= number of international stu-
dents as scholars

= number of international vis-
iting researchers

= number of courses with in-
ternational participation
INTERNATIONALISATION
w publications perfaculty/ stu-
dentinalist oftop 10 journals
w average number of citations
perdepartment/ center/ school
ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT

QUOTIENT
w contribution elicited from
alumni

FACILITIES AND TEACHING

 nature of courses and curricu-
lum, relevance to recruiters

u adequacy of teachers, infra-
structure - teaching labs and

u feedback from employersin

science/ engineering sectors
ENGAGEMENT WITH
SOCIETAL, NATIONAL GOALS

w contribution to NDGs and
national research projects

® social responsibility
OTHERS

 transparent and responsive
governance structures

w diversity in gender equity

that even the best of India’s
educational institutes are con-
sistently failing to top global
education rankings, The draft
performance appraisal frame-
work that the union Human
Resource  Development
(HRD) ministry has now sent
out to all IT'Ts has specifically
introduced parameters that
are of key consideration in
global education rankings like
QS, Shanghai and Times.

The ‘Institutional Grid
for Assessment’ sent out to all
15 II'Ts outlines parameters
such as the number of interna-
tional students as scholars,
the number of international
visiting researchers who stay
for at least a week and the
number of courses with inter-
national participation. Edu-
cation rankings place a high
premium on the global char-
acter of an institute.

Other indicators are the
number of publications per
faculty member or student
and the contribution elicited
from alumni.

The performance of an
T will also be judged through

indicators like the nature of
courses and curriculum being
offered and their relevance to
recruiters, the adequacy of
teachers, the quality of teach-
ing environment, the number

‘of students who were moti-

vated to opt for careers in engi-
neering or science and tech-
nology sectors, the adequacy
of infrastructure-teaching labs
and equipment, and the feed-
back obtained from employ-
ersin science and engineering
sectors.

In a bid to engage the
II'Ts with society and with the
national goals, indicators like
the contribution to National
Development Goals (NDGs)
and national research proj-
ects in the sectors of defence,
medicine, environment, en-
ergy, health, infrastructure
and social responsibility are
listed.

Transparent and respon-
sive governance structures
and diversity of students and
faculty in terms of gender eq-
uity will also count as parame-
ters in the assessment of the
institutes.
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Rajesh Rao
ISMOKE campaign is being run at various colleges in Pune

This year’s IIT-Bombay Techfest has taken an unique social initiative ISMOKE (I support the movement to kill
cancer), to spread the message of quit smoking through campus campaign, which is also running at various
colleges in Pune.

The ISMOKE campaign has been a big success at city’s DY Patil College of Engineering and Technology,
Padma bhushan Vasantdada Patil Institute of Technology (PVPIT). Now, it will also be carried out at
Vishwakarma Institute of Technology on September 4, 5 and College of Engineering Pune on September 2, 3.

Divyam Bansal, manager, Media and Marketing, Techfest, [IT Bombay, said, “The ISMOKE campaign is
launched in association with Indian Cancer Society (ICS), with a vision to spread the message among the youth
to quit smoking. The campaign has the vision -- what just one needs is the right medium and the right audience
to spread it.”

Bansal informed that there are co-ordinators in each college, who are assisting the execution of the campaign.
They are giving out information about cancer and distributing pamphlets with necessary information.

In each college, a lecture will be delivered by doctor’s informing about the harmful effects of smoking. An
android application is also built giving information of all the cancer hospitals in India and medication reminder.
One can also ask queries about disease through this app, which will be answered by Indian Cancer Society.

The Techfest has also taken up an initiative “Reform’n’ation” designed with a vision to sensitising the youth
about the awful situation of the unprivileged of the country. This initiative is in association with NGO’s like
CRY, Smile Foundation, Pratham, Muktangan, Garbage Concern Welfare Society, Indian Cancer Society and
The Candle Project.

Registered teams under “Reform’n’ation” will implement and conduct various activities over a wide range of
domains, with incentives being cash prizes worth Rs 2.50 lacs, internship and projects under CRY and Smile
Foundation. (For registration and information log on: http://www.techfest.org/reformnation)

One of the flagship events of Techfest is IDEATE with prize money of Rs 2.25 lakh, with a motto to discover
the best ideas and innovations from across the nation.
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Law to regulate pvt education soon

SANJEEV SINGH BARIANA
TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 1

To frame a law to regulate
higher education, particu-
larly in View of the mush-
rooming technical and
management  institutes
imparting poor quality edu-
cation, a Punjab Govern-
ment team will be visiting
Himachal Pradesh to study
the impact of the Himachal
Pradesh Private Education-
al Institutions Regulatory
Commission.

The committee that com-
prises the Principal Secre-
tary, Coordination, Sanjay
Kumar; Principal Secretary
Technical Education, AR
Talwar: Principal Secretary,
Medical Education, Vinnie
Mahajan; and Principal Sec-
retary, Higher Education,
Ravneet Kaur; will also be
touring Karnataka.

Himachal Pradesh has put
in place a mechanism to
regulate private education
under its Private Education-
al Institutions (Regulatory
Commission) Act, 2010,
while Karnataka has passed
the Professional Education-
al Institutions (Regulation
of Admission and Fixation
Fee) (Special Provisions)
Bill, 2013.

The Himachal Pradesh
commission has initiated
significant measures
towards regulating higher
education.

For example, in May this
year, the commission
directed the universities not
to issue any advertisement
specific to MPhil and PhD
courses for the session till

e

Much-needed measures

¥ Ahigh-level team to visit Himachal Pradesh to study
the impact of the Himachal Pradesh Private Educa-
tional Institutions Regulatory Commission

# This committee will comprise Principal Secretary,
Coordination, Sanjay Kumar, Principal Secretary Tech-
nical Education, AR Talwar, Principal Secretary, Med-
ical Education, Vinnie Mahajan, and Principal Secre-
tary, Higher Education, Ravneet Kaur

I The committee will also tour Karnataka

§ Kamnataka has passed the Professional Educational .
Institutions (Regulation of Admission and Fixation
Fee) (Special Provisions) Bill, 2013

#In Punjab, certain private institutions have closed down
or are in the process of closing down

# The Punjab Technical Education Department has
refused affiliation to more than 24 colleges this year

i State of affairs

§ At least 35 of the more
than 100 private engi-
neering colleges affiliat-
ed to PTU want to cut
down admissions

B Nat even half of the
19,800 seats have been
filled in these colleges
after the second coun-
selling (till July 18)

# Newspapers were flood-
ed with advertisements
of colleges offering fee
concessions in the
name of scholarships

B At least 35 colleges are
learnt to have sought an
NOC from the Direc-
torate of Technical Edu-
cation and Industrial
Training in this regard

# A number of colleges
‘offering MBA and MCA
courses have sought an
NOC from the govt for
discontinuing the courses

SC ruling

The Supreme Court in the
PA Inamdar and others ver-
sus the State of Maharash-
tra case in 2005-06 had
said that a law be enacted
by states to oversee the
norms of admission to pro-
fessional colleges/unaided
institutions.

the necessary. approval
from the commission. In
Punjab, certain private
institutions have closed
down or are in the process
of closing down. The Pun-
jab Technical Education
Department has refused

affiliation to more than 24
colleges this year.

The Himachal Govern-
ment, before enacting a
law, had noted: "The qual-
ity of education is not up to
the standards in private
institutions in spite of the

high fee structure."

The commission has
already issued notices to
several institutes in the
state for overcharging,
admissions in contraven-
tion of norms and examina-
tion malpractices.
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